


A 97-pound Labrador retriever named Marley is claimed to be the world’s worst dog. He crashed 
through screen doors with alarming regularity. He went berserk during thunderstorms, destroying 
everything in his path. He stole food off the dinner table, slobbered incessantly, drank from the 
toilet bowl, and ate bath towels, sponges, socks, used tissues, plastic toys, furniture, speaker covers, 
paychecks, even an expensive gold necklace.

How could a master love a dog that had so many bad qualities? The reason why is because though the 
dog had many bad qualities it also had some good qualities. 
The Church is the same way. We can point out the faults and problems within any church. We can talk 
about how there are decisions that we do not agree with, people that frustrate us, things going on that 
we have a problem with, but despite all of it’s warts and faults, the church is something we should love. 

Throughout my life the church has meant a lot to me, and I am sure that many of you can identify with 
me. The church has been very good to me and very special to me. I think that many of the problems 
people have with the church is because they fail to see the good that the church has to offer. 

Over these next few holiday weeks, I want you to fall in love with the Bride of Christ, the Church. I want 
you to look beyond the warts, beyond the problems, and beyond the frustrations and see the church 
in the way that God sees the Church. I believe when we start to truly and sincerely love the church it 
changes the way that we interact within the church, it changes the way that we participate; it changes 
our motives, andchanges our priorities. We can talk all day long about what God expects of us, and how 
much we should be doing within the church, but until the people that make up the church love the 
church and stand behind the mission of the church people will not do anything. 

There are many people Christians and non-Christians who do not love the Bride of Christ, the church. 
They show it by rarely attending, rarely giving, and rarely doing any real work to advance the church. We 
can say we love the church, but if we love the church, the Bride of Christ, then we must show it through 
what we choose to do and how we choose to live our lives. I am here today to tell you that I love the 
Church that Jesus bought with his blood and I hope you do too.

From The Pastor’s Desk...

Pastor Marvin E. Barner Jr.

WHO DO YOU LOVE 
ARE YOU FOR SURE?
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National Handwashing Awareness Week 
National Influenza Vaccination Week 

World AIDS Month 
National Impaired Driving Prevention Month

For the full article please visit us online at: 
www.shilohchesterpa.com/news-information
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Heavenly Father we come before you in faith, 
seeking your healing touch. We believe in your 

power to restore health and well-being.  Please 
lay your hands upon the sick & shut-in, remove 

sickness or pain from their body. Grant them 
strength and vitality so that they may continue to 

serve you and others. In Jesus name.  
Amen

(December - February) 
New Sunday Books 

have arrived
Stop by the Church 

Office to obtain your 
copy.

Laraine Banks  226 Willers Road, Aston, PA 19014
Leroy Bates  721 W. 9th Street Chester, PA 19013
Rosie Hatcher 464 Yarnall Street  Chester, PA 19013
Trustee Monroe Johnson 70 Martin Creek Court  
Stockbridge, GA 30281
Gail & Cyrus McClary  206 Ginkgo Lane Chester, PA
Emma Memminger  Pine View Healthcare Center 50 N Malin 
Road, Broomall, PA 19008 
Nora Short  1230 Palmer Street Chester, PA 19013
Mary Smith  2331 W. 4th Street,  Chester, PA 19013
Eartha Speed  26 Luray Rd New Castle DE 19720
Denise Symonds  34 W. Parkway Ave, Chester Pa, 19013
Rochelle Thomas 356 W, 22nd St Chester Pa, 19013
Inez Walker 8528 Society Drive-Apt 528, Claymont, DE 19703
Deacon Clyde West 1416 W  7th st Chester, Pa 19013
Gladys Willis 601 Garron Point Pass Bear, DE 19071




