


Life is what we make it. We’ve been given the freedom to choose either a miserable existence or 
an abundantly joyful, victorious life; it seems like a pretty simple choice, but if we don’t learn to 
think like God thinks, life will knock us flat.

There will always be situations to go through and issues to overcome, but we have a secret weapon 
in God’s Word. Meditating on it long enough gives us the strength not just to get by, but to 
overcome anything that comes against us.

Happiness comes from how we feel, but joy comes from what we know. When we know the 
biblical promises made specifically to us, not just intellectually but down deep in our spirit, it’s hard 
not to rejoice and be thankful. God wants us to enjoy life.

“The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have 
life, and that they might have it more abundantly” (John 10:10). God’s intent is to restore whatever 
the devil robs from our lives. The enemy attacks our minds, trying to introduce doubt, anxiety, 
worry, and fear. These are designed to steal our joy, but we don’t have to tolerate these emotions.

Life would be boring if we never had any opportunities to flex our spiritual muscles; if daily living 
was too easy, we’d never grow to be strong Christians. The world may think that being a Christian 
means constantly looking serious and somber, but our strength is in the joy of the Lord 
(Nehemiah 8:10).

Yes, sometimes it’s difficult to rejoice. During times when we’re severely tested, rejoicing becomes 
a deliberate decision, a willful act to obey God’s Word. “Even though the fig trees have no 
blossoms, and there are no grapes on the vines; even though the olive crop fails, and the fields lie 
empty and barren; even though the flocks die in the fields, and the cattle barns are empty, yet I will 
rejoice in the Lord!  I will be joyful in the God of my salvation!” 
(Habakkuk 3:17, 18, NLT).

God honors this type of determination. Finding our joy opens the door to full, 
complete, and total restoration of everything that was missing, broken, or stolen.
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Prayer Request

Happy Anniversary
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New Sunday Books 
(September-November) 
have arrived.  

Stop the Church Office 
to obtain your copy.
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National Breastfeeding Month
Children’s Eye Health and Safety Month

National Immunization Awareness Month
Psoriasis Action Month

For the full article please visit us online at: 
www.shilohchesterpa.com/news-information
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O Father of mercies and God of all comfort, our only 
help in time of need: We humbly beseech thee to 

behold, visit, and relieve thy sick servants for whom 
our prayers are desired. Look upon them with the 

eyes of thy mercy; comfort them with a sense of thy 
goodness; preserve them from the temptations of the 

enemy; and give them patience under his affliction. 
In thy good time, restore them to health, and enable 

him to lead the residue of his life in thy fear, and to thy 
glory; and grant that finally they may dwell with thee 
in their thoughts and actions.  in Jesus Name, Amen
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